
 

 Published Dec. 10, 2019 | Page 1 

 

 

ISSUE SPOTLIGHT: BREAKING DOWN HEALTH CARE BARRIERS 

Floridians are tired of special interests keeping them from more affordable and 
accessible health care options. HB 607 and HB 711 offer two policy solutions to chip 

away at those walls and expand market-based care. Here’s what they do*: 

HB 607 (Pigman) ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSES: allows advanced practice 
registered nurses (APRN) to practice autonomously within their scope of practice. 
 

 Florida has a shortage of health care providers. As of Sept. 30, 2019, there are 278 primary care 
health professional shortage areas.1  

 There are 28,734 APRNs active in Florida2 – all with graduate degrees – trained to diagnose and 
treat illness and disease, yet they are stifled in their ability to help patients by the current state law 
that requires physician supervision.  

 This bill would bring Florida in line with 223 other states that already allow APRNs to help people 
by practicing independently. Treatment by an APRN is just as safe as treatment by a physician.4 
In fact, allowing certified nurse practitioners to work without physician supervision can improve 
health outcomes.5 

 Many experienced APRNs are “supervised” by physicians who never see the APRN’s patients, 
never review a chart, and never do a patient consultation. Yet, many physicians charge these 
nurses money to sign their required supervision paperwork.  

 HB 607 removes outdated barriers to health care access by allowing APRNs to help patients to 
the full extent of their education and training, and offer health care services in areas affected by 
physician shortages. 

 Status as of December 10, 2019: On Health Quality Subcommittee agenda for Dec. 11. 
 
HB 711 (Burton) HOSPITAL, HOSPITAL SYSTEM, OR PROVIDER ORGANIZATION 
TRANSACTIONS: requires a review of hospital acquisitions of physician practices for anticompetitive 
behavior by Attorney General’s Office. Any hospital planning to acquire a physician practice must report it 
to the Attorney General at least 90 days prior to completion.  
 

 Hospital control of many providers in one area reduces competition and raises costs. 

 On average, prices increase by 14.1% when a hospital acquires a physician practice. For 
specialty physician practice acquisitions, prices increase 15% to 33.5%.6 

 To preserve and ensure a free and fair market, mergers and acquisitions should be monitored. 

 This bill authorizes the Attorney General’s Anti-Trust Division to look out for anticompetitive 
behavior and act accordingly to prevent harmful monopolies. 

 This policy is the best solution to prevent mergers and acquisitions leading to unfair, 
anticompetitive markets that increase health care costs and reduce access.  

 Status as of December 10, 2019: On Health Market Reform Subcommittee agenda for Dec. 11. 
 
*Please refer to bill texts and analyses for additional information. 
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